
ST AIDAN’S COMMUNITY UPDATE 

19th August 2016 
 

 

Three and a Half Terms Already!! 
As we reach the half way point of the third term, it is starting to 
dawn on people that we have only 15 school weeks left this year….. 
15 weeks for our Year 6 students before they head off to high 
school while our Kindergarten children only have a few weeks left 
as the youngest grade in St Aidan’s. 
 

We certainly aim to sustain the learning growth and 
progress right up to the end of the year.  

 
Please strongly encourage your child(ren) to read every night and 
find opportunities to build their numeracy and literacy. Please 
don’t ease off as the end of the year looms.  
 

In partnership, we WILL ensure your child reaches 
their potential. 
 

Next Tuesday evening, 23rd August 
7:30pm St Aidan’s School Library 

 

Hope you are free to join us to discuss the issues impacting on the 
students at St Aidan's. 
A representative from LOWES will be attending so parents can 
raise any questions about the present uniforms and how we can 
address these. Other topics of interest include the carpark 
arrangements being organised, grandparents day,       
communications with the parent community, an -athon in term 4 
and feedback on the changes already implemented. Hope to see 
you there! 



 
FUN AND GAMES AT ST AIDAN’S 
  

Our students this afternoon enjoyed 
every minute of the games between 

teachers and students!! 

 
 

Dates Coming Up- 
Tuesday 23/8  

1. St Nick’s Netball Gala Day 
2. Yr 6 attend the cluster Voice of Youth final at Plumpton 
3. Parent Meeting- 7:30pm in the library to discuss uniforms 

and other issues such as carpark, parent feedback, student 
activities etc.  

Wednesday 24/8 
� Yr 1 Assembly at 12:45pm on Wednesday 24th in the hall 

All Welcome!! 
 

Friday 26/8 
Diocesan athletics 
 

DON’T FORGET GRANDPARENTS DAY COMING UP ON 
FRIDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER!! Book them in to visit our 

school…. 



OLYMPIC GAMES MUFTI DAY 

 
Thank you to the families that sent in a donation 
today as part of our mufti celebration to mark the 
end of the Olympic Games in Rio. We raised nearly 
$500. 
 
This will be forwarded with other fundraising by Fr 
Innocent to assist the building of a seminary in 
Uganda.  
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



MORNING SUPERVISION 
 

Gates are being opened earlier each day to allow students onto 
the site of a morning.  
 
However, supervision does not officially start until 8:15am. 
Students have been excellent at sitting patiently outside the 
Kinder rooms until full supervision arrives. 
 

 
 
 

 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNERS 

KH Isabella Difranco Jamie Mifsud KQ Cailyn Penarubia Daniel MarkDanials 

1A Angelika Cabalhin Prince Marl Gonzales III 1M Jeremiah Atienza Ronell Matti 

2D Louis Galabo Rebecca Joseph 2U Benedict Caballero Gafour Gafour 

3C Ralph Quibuyen Annahat Sidhu 3D Leon-Jordan  
Brillante Lareza 

Ethan Timbol 

4B Sione Vunipola Briyanna Azaglo 4P Charlize Espino Connor Lennon 

5B Akon Angara Jemaine Darjani 5P Byron Skarski Raimely Bojo 

6C Chloe Bazina Kyle Polidano 6K Pauline Uhatafe Hannah-Rae Corcoran 

 
 

 



CONGRATULATIONS MIRIAM!! 
 

OUR St Aidan’s student in Year 5 is runner up in the 
Whitlam Institute’s  

What Matters? Competition 

 

Miriam Warwick-Smith from St Aidan's Primary, Rooty Hill is the 2016 
Year 5/6 runner up in the Whitlam Institute's What Matters? Competition. 

Miriam’s written production is called ‘Relationships Matter’ and focused 
on our relationships with all those we cross paths with in our lives.  

The Whitlam Institute's What Matters? competition received a record 
3754 entries this year. 
 
 

Read Miriam’s essay- Relationships Matter 

Have you ever felt invisible because the people around you are 
hypnotised by the gadgets in their hands? Adults love to lecture children 
about the dangers of spending too much time on technology. I wonder if 
any of them have wondered about the effect of their addiction to 
technology on their children? Rejected is how their children feel and that 
matters. 

In today's world, family time is under stress. In many homes, both parents 
work and everyone is tired at the end of the day. Everyone in the family 
finds it hard to focus on their loved ones as they collapse with exhaustion 
at the end of the day. People now pick up a device to unwind, instead of 
relaxing with their family. 

Every hour of every day, all I see are eyes glued to a screen. Sure, they 
look up or down, but not if it means losing points on their game. This 
matters to me. When my brother was in Year 6, he had a disco to 
celebrate the last day of primary school. He took last minute photos of 
everyone. "Isn't that nice," I thought. I expected to see boys in ridiculous 
poses on the dance floor. When I saw that last photo, I was shocked. It 
was of a colossal group of boys sitting, not dancing. Instead of sharing 
the last few minutes at primary school acting like kids, they were in the 
corner of the hall and all eyes were glued to a screen. I'd hate to grow up 
in a generation where people have no social skills. It looks like I have no 
choice. That matters to me. 



"Move," everyone in my family yelled as they tried to see the television 
screen above them. They were watching their favourite television show. I 
moved because I knew they were already hot under their collar. Every 
Friday my family and I have a family games night, and I was trying to 
show them a list of games I had prepared on Thursday.  Simply showing 
them the list did not get their attention, so I did what any frustrated 
person would do. I blocked their view! At least they noticed I was in the 
room. What happened to family time and our games night? That matters 
to me. 

People need to realise that their reliance on technology is affecting their 
ability to be sociable.  A plethora of people in today's society are more 
focussed on their latest game score, or YouTube, than they are with the 
people around them. Technology really is distracting whole generations 
and it is impacting lives. Loneliness is already a huge problem in our 
society and it will only get worse if people keep ignoring other people! 

When you're with others, you should always listen and spend time with 
them. Never pick up your phone to check Facebook, or your Twitter 
account.  When someone texts, or calls you, ignore it, if you are actually 
having a conversation with someone else!  If you're on all these apps 
instead of talking to the people around you, it's called being anti-social. 
Our society has given that phrase a whole new meaning.  People need to 
stop locking themselves in their rooms to stare at screens. I hate to break 
it to you, but technology is not a friend. Families who allow technology to 
rule are giving themselves just enough rope to hang themselves. 

Open your eyes and see the world around you. I think those who choose 
phones over people need to get a taste of their own medicine. I am 
moving out until this nonsense stops. 

 

Father’s Day Mass September 1st 
 

Dear parents, our Father’s Day Mass and celebration of St Aidan’s Feast day 
will commence at 12 pm in the church. Following the mass, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and carers are all invited to have a picnic lunch with their 
children. Feel free to bring a blanket and a basket of goodies to share.  
 
We are also asking students to bring in photos of themselves with their 
fathers so the teachers can use them for the PowerPoint presentation. 
Looking forward to seeing as many parents as possible! 
 

Mrs Miray Khoury 

Religious Education Coordinator. 
 



WYD SNAPSHOT     

 

Over the coming weeks I will share with you some of the memorable 
highlights from my World Youth Day pilgrimage. It was a wonderful and 
humbling experience to visit the Philippines, home to many of our families 
at St Aidan’s. I witnessed first-hand the warm and generous hospitality of 
the locals, who despite the devastation that they endured at the hands of 
mother nature; welcomed the Australian contingency with open arms.  
 
A week later, we prepared for the second leg of our journey to Krakow in 
Poland. Along with 350 other teachers, chaplains, seminarians, CEO staff 
and student pilgrims from the Parramatta Diocese, we spent time in daily 
prayer and catechesis, whilst visiting the shrines of Saint Pope John Paul 11, 
Saint Faustina and the shrine of Divine Mercy.  
 
We joined with the other four million catholic pilgrims from around the 
world to celebrate mass with the Holy Father, Pope Francis. What an 
experience! We could feel the energy and excitement in the air as the Pope 
spoke about his hopes for a united world where people overlook race, 
religion and status and unite as people of God. 
 
This message applies to all of us and is especially poignant during the world 
Olympics. Today, St Aidan staff and students unite in colour, fun and healthy 
competiveness as we embark to recognise the Olympic Games at a school 
level.  

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

In term three we celebrate Book Week. Each year, a week is set aside for 
Australian schools and libraries to celebrate books and Australian 
authors and illustrators. Book week takes place in the last week of 
August and the theme for this year is ‘Australia! Story Country’. 
 

“Books bring the world to life for us, enabling us to travel to distant 
lands without leaving our homes and even venture into space or 
fantasy worlds. They empower us, entertain us, educate us and 
bring us closer to others. Books help us to grow as human beings.” 
Susan Stephenson 

 
 

THE BOOK FAIR 

St Aidan’s annual book fair is on again this year. At the book fair, parents 
are able to purchase good quality books at discounted prices for each 
age group in the primary years. Parents may also like to donate a book to 
the school library. 
 
The book fair will be open at the following times: 
  Monday 22nd August 2016        2.30 – 4.00pm 
  Tuesday 23rd August 2016       8.30 - 9.30am & 2.30 - 3.30pm 
  Wednesday 24th August 2016    8.30 - 9.30am 
 
I look forward to seeing many parents at the annual book fair. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Grace Carlo-Stella 

Teacher/Librarian.     
 
 
 
 



Premier's Reading Challenge 2016  
Ends today, Friday 19th August 2016 

 

The Premier’s reading challenge ends today, 19th August 2016.  
All books need to be entered by today.  https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the 
challenge in the last couple of weeks. 
Year 1 Jeremiah Atienza 

Year 2  Abbygale Batula, Benedict Caballero, Mikayla Mostoles 

Year 5 Akon Angara, Sophia Evangelista 

Year 6 Arabelle Remorozo 

 

Grace Carlo-Stella 

Teacher/Librarian. 
 

Lost Property 

Please ensure your child’s name is clearly marked on all their belongings. 

If your child has lost a jumper, lunch box, drink bottle etc. please check the 

Lost Property basket under the stairwell. 

Canteen news 

Road to Rio 2016 Term 3 Meal Deals for $5.00 
Aussie, Aussie, Aussie Go! Go! Go for GOLD!  
 
The following Meal Deals finish on Friday 26th August. 
 

� Meal Deal 1 – Egg & lettuce sandwich; bottle of water; and orange 
wedges. 
 

� Meal Deal 2 – Traveller pie; juice popper; and snappy ice block. 

Kind regards,  

Mel. 

 
St Aidan’s Primary School 

1-5 Adelaide St, Rooty Hill NSW 2766 

Telephone: 9625 3181  Fax: 9625 5612 

http://www.staidansrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 

staidans@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Radio 97.5fm 

Twitter @AidansSt 

St Aidan’s App in iTunes and Google Play: St Aidans Primary Rooty Hill 


